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2. Buddhism & History2. Buddhism & History
What is What is ““strategic studystrategic study””??
(1) What are the strong points of Buddhism?(1) What are the strong points of Buddhism?
(2) How were these strengths used by Buddhists & others?(2) How were these strengths used by Buddhists & others?
(3) What are the weaknesses of Buddhism?(3) What are the weaknesses of Buddhism?
(4) What do we learn from the patterns in Buddhist history?(4) What do we learn from the patterns in Buddhist history?

Time: linear & cyclic.Time: linear & cyclic.
The Axial Age (Jaspers): 700The Axial Age (Jaspers): 700--800 BCE.800 BCE.

66thth century BCEcentury BCE::
Persia: ZoroasterPersia: Zoroaster
Middle East: Middle East: DeuteroDeutero--IsaiahIsaiah
Greece: PythagorasGreece: Pythagoras
China: ConfuciusChina: Confucius
India: BuddhaIndia: Buddha
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3. Pre-Buddhist India

Iron Age.
Iron: better weapons for warfare.
Urbanization: more town and cities.
Buddha’s public ministry in urban areas
––intellectual character of his teachings.
Buddha, a guide.
Buddhists: liberal spiritual education.
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4. Historical periods4. Historical periods

11stst period: 500period: 500--0 BCE (Early Buddhism)0 BCE (Early Buddhism)
––––Ascetic & monastic BuddhismAscetic & monastic Buddhism
22ndnd period: 0 CEperiod: 0 CE--500 (Mahayana)500 (Mahayana)
––––Popular BuddhismPopular Buddhism
33rdrd period: 500period: 500--1000 (1000 (TantraTantra & Chan)& Chan)
––––Magical & contemplative BuddhismMagical & contemplative Buddhism
44thth period: 1000period: 1000--2000 (Modern 2000 (Modern BB’’smsm))
––––Pragmatic BuddhismPragmatic Buddhism
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5. Religious focus5. Religious focus
11stst period: psychological questions.period: psychological questions.
22ndnd period: ontological questions.period: ontological questions.
33rdrd period: indigenization; socialization.period: indigenization; socialization.
44thth period: pragmatic; globalization.period: pragmatic; globalization.
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6. Religious virtuosi
o Religious virtuoso: expert, specialist:

One who is perceived as having a command of 
Buddhism by sheer personality and social status.

o 1st period: Arhat
o 2nd period: Bodhisattva
o 3rd period: Siddha
o 4th period: Śrehī
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7. The Sangha after the Buddha

1st Council: Rājagha (sponsor: Ajātaśatru), 543 BCE
Purāa of Dakkhia,giri:
“Well recited are the Dhamma and Vinaya, but I will 
remember the Buddha’s teaching from what I have 
heard directly in his presence, what I have received 
directly from him.” (V 2:290)

2nd Council: Vaiśālī (sponsor: Kālāśoka), 350 BCE:
Mahāsaghika broke away →Mahayana.
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8. 8. MahMahāāsasaghikaghika

MahMahāāsasaghikaghika = = ““the Great the Great SanghaSangha PartyParty””
Roots of Mahayana.Roots of Mahayana.

Differed from the Differed from the SthavirasSthaviras ((TherasTheras)) ::
Buddha as Buddha as supramundanesupramundane ((lokottaralokottara))..
Bodhisattva ideal:Bodhisattva ideal:
––––The Buddha could live The Buddha could live ““for a for a kalpakalpa or the remainder or the remainder 
of a of a kalpakalpa”” (D 2:104)(D 2:104)

CentresCentres: : AmarAmarāāvatvatīī & & NNāāggāārjunakorjunakoaa
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9. Early Buddhist canons9. Early Buddhist canons

Oral tradition.Oral tradition.
Prosody: system of versification.Prosody: system of versification.
Communal chanting (Communal chanting (sasaŋŋggīītiti).).
SthaviravSthaviravāādada: : PaliPali canon canon →→ TheravTheravāādada..
Common textual materials predate schism.Common textual materials predate schism.
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10. Original teachings
• Hīnayāna Buddhism = Nikāya Buddhism.
• Sthaviravāda = Vibhajjavāda = Theravāda.
• Sarvāstivāda canon in Chinese.
• Vinaya (Theravada):

–Sutta Vibhaga: Pāimokkha (Prātimoka)
–Khandhaka: procedural rules (historical accounts).
–Parivāra: summaries & classification of rules.
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11. Sutra11. Sutra

DDīīghagha NikNikāāyaya DDīīrghargha ĀĀgamagama (Long Sayings)(Long Sayings)
MajjhimaMajjhima NikNikāāyaya MadhyamaMadhyama ĀĀgamagama (Middle(Middle--length S.)length S.)
SaSaŋŋyuttayutta NikNikāāyaya SaSaŋŋyuktayukta ĀĀgamagama (Connected Sayings)(Connected Sayings)
AAŋŋguttaraguttara NikNikāāyaya EkottaraEkottara ĀĀgamagama (Numerical Sayings)(Numerical Sayings)
[[KhuddakaKhuddaka NikNikāāyaya]] [[AvadAvadāānana]]

KhuddakaKhuddaka NikNikāāyaya (Minor Collection)(Minor Collection)
AvadAvadāānana (Edifying Stories)(Edifying Stories)
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12. Abhidharma

o 1st Council: “Dhamma-vinaya”
o “Abhidhamma”: 1st mention in Commentaries.

Theravāda Sarv‰stivāda

1.Dhamma.sagaī 1.J–āna,prasthāna   (Katyāyanī,putra)
2.Vibhaga 2.Prakaraa,pāda    (Vasumitra)
3.Puggala Pa––atti 3.Vij–āa,kāya       (Deva,śarman/Deva,kema)
4.Dhātu,kathā 4.Dharma,skandha  (Śāriputra)
5.Yamaka 5.Praj–apti,śāstra    (Maudgalyāyana)
6.Pahāna 6.Dhātu,kāya          (Pūra)
7.Kathā,vatthu 7.Sagīti,paryāya    (Mahā Kauhila)
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13. Asoka & Buddhism

Asoka (r. c.268-239 BCE).
Edicts (stones, cave-walls, granite 
pillars).
Buddhism: India’s 1st state religion.
3rd Council (Pataliputra)
––Moggalī,putta Tissa: Kathā,vatthu.
Schism: Kauśambī, Sāñcī, Sārnāth.
18 schools of Buddhism.

← Asokan pillar, Lumbini
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14. Spread of 14. Spread of BB’’smsm Outside IndiaOutside India
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15. Greek Buddhists15. Greek Buddhists

Alexander the Great (336Alexander the Great (336--323 BCE).323 BCE).
ChandraguptaChandragupta MauryaMaurya (r. c.321(r. c.321--297 BCE).297 BCE).
AsokaAsoka: sent : sent MajjhantikaMajjhantika to NW India.to NW India.
TheodorosTheodoros ((meridarkhmeridarkh) donated ) donated stupastupa..
DhammarakkhitaDhammarakkhita, Greek monk., Greek monk.
MenanderMenander & & NNāāggāāsenasena: : MilindapaMilindapaññhaha
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16. Foreign powers in India16. Foreign powers in India

ŚŚakaaka (a Scythian tribe of C. Asia):(a Scythian tribe of C. Asia):
180 CE: 180 CE: UighursUighurs →→ ŚŚakaaka →→ BactriaBactria
XiongnuXiongnu →→ UighursUighurs →→ ((BactriaBactria) ) →→ ŚŚakaaka
→→ NW India.NW India.
100 CE: 100 CE: MauesMaues, 1, 1stst ŚŚakaaka king.king.

PahlavaPahlava (of (of ParthiaParthia)) (Chin. (Chin. anxianxi):):
33rdrd century: king century: king ArsakesArsakes
King King GondopharnesGondopharnes: ruled NW India.: ruled NW India.
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17. The 17. The KushansKushans
• Kushan or Kuāa (Chin. 

Dayuezhi)
• China → Xiongnu → Kushan
→ Greek kingdoms → NW 
India.

• Kanishka (r. c.78-123)
• Mahayana “Asoka”.
• 4th Council (Kashmir): 

Mahāvibhāā
• Gandhāra school of art. Gandhari Buddha image



18

Gold coin by Kanishka, with 
Greek word “BODDO”, 100 CE

The Kushan Empire,
50 BCE-220 CE
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18. The three shrines (cetiya)
1. Analogous (bodily) 

forms (sarīrika cetiya)
––relics, hair, footprint.

2. Chrematographic forms
(paribhogika cetiya)
––robe, almsbowl, 

Dharma-seat, Bodhi tree.
3. Memorial forms

(uddesika cetiya)
––dharma,cakra, trident, 

stupa, image.

“Aniconic” = symbolic.
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19. The first Buddha images19. The first Buddha images

GandhariGandhari Buddha images: Greek.Buddha images: Greek.
MathuraMathura Buddha images: Asian & MixedBuddha images: Asian & Mixed→→
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20. Cave temples20. Cave temples

India: about 1200 India: about 1200 
cave templescave temples
––––75% Buddhist.75% Buddhist.
––––oldest: 2oldest: 2ndnd/1/1stst

centuries BCE.centuries BCE.
AjantAjantāā (1817)(1817), , BhBhāājaja, , 
NNāāsiksik, , KKāārlirli, , ElloraEllora..
Cetiya,gharaCetiya,ghara; ; vihvihāārara..

BezeklikBezeklik, n. , n. TurkestanTurkestan
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AjantaAjanta caves on the caves on the WagoraWagora riverriver
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21. 21. StupasStupas
StStūūpapa = a memorial mound = a memorial mound 
or shrine.or shrine.
AmarAmarāāvatvatīī (begun 200 BCE): (begun 200 BCE): 
––––about 50 m about 50 m ΦΦ,, 30 m high.30 m high.
––––discovered in 1797.discovered in 1797.
ŚŚāātavtavāāhanahana king king PulumPulumāāyiyi
(2(2ndnd cent.)cent.)
NNāāggāārjunakorjunakondndaa (s. India)(s. India)
ŚŚrrīīparvataparvata: : CuladhammagiriCuladhammagiri
monastery.monastery.
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AmaravatiAmaravati stupastupa (foundations)(foundations)

How the Amaravati Stupa originally looked like.
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22. 22. StupaStupa worshipworship
Mahayana: initially Mahayana: initially laylay--orientedoriented..
Dependence of Buddha as Dependence of Buddha as 
savioursaviour..
MahMahāāparinibbparinibbāānana Sutta:Sutta:
And whoever lays wreaths or puts And whoever lays wreaths or puts 
sweet perfumes and sweet perfumes and colourscolours there there 
with a devout heart, will reap benefit with a devout heart, will reap benefit 
and happiness for a long time.and happiness for a long time. (D (D 
2:141 f.; see also 1:143)2:141 f.; see also 1:143)

Stupa worship 2nd cent.
(Gandhara)
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23. Lay specialists
• CE: Stupas built within temples premises.
• Sarvāstivāda & Mahāsaghika Vinaya: 

––mention Buddha images.
––defines “stupa property”.

• Stupa specialists: “neither lay nor monastic”.
• Visualization of Buddha.
• Vimutti Sutta:

–– “the monk recites Dharma in detail” (A 3:21)
• Bodhisattva,gaa.
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24. Devotional Buddhism

Kanishka: patron of Mahayana
Aśvaghoa: Buddha,carita.
Inspirational biography of divinized Buddha.
Mahāsaghika: Mahāvastu (divinized Buddha).
Bhagavad Gītā:
“The world has no virtue,” they say, |“No basis, 
no Lord, | It has not come through causation, | It 
is caused by desire only.”
Bhakti movement.
Zoroastrianism (Persia).
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25. Philosophical Buddhism
• Nāgārjuna & Āryadeva.
• Madhyamaka: everything is “empty”.
• Mūla,madhyamaka Kārikā (Nāgārjuna)
• Prajñā Pāramitā = Perfection of Wisdom.
• Nālandā: oldest university in the world.
• Valabhī, Vikramaśilā, Odantāpurī.
• Sautrāntika; Pudgalavāda.
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Ruins of Nalanda University
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26. Gupta period & after

Gupta period (320-c. 500 CE): Faxian.
Persecutions by Toramāna (c. 500) & 
Mihirakula (c. 515).

Emperor Harsha (c. 590-c. 647)
––Xuanzang (Chinese pilgrim).
––1st diplomatic relations with China.
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27. Classical Mahayana27. Classical Mahayana

Gupta period: Buddhism survived.Gupta period: Buddhism survived.
AsaAsagaga (fl. 4(fl. 4thth--55thth cent.): cent.): YogYogāāccāārara..
––––MahMahāāyyāāna,sana,sagrahagraha
VasubandhuVasubandhu (fl. 4(fl. 4thth cent.): cent.): AbhidharmakoAbhidharmakośśaa
––––SautrSautrāāntikantika influence.influence.
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28. In what sense is Mahayana 28. In what sense is Mahayana 
““greatgreat””??

Origins: south & northwestern India.Origins: south & northwestern India.
LayLay--oriented.oriented.
More comprehensive doctrines.More comprehensive doctrines.
Indigenization of doctrines.Indigenization of doctrines.
Positive responses to other religions.Positive responses to other religions.
Roman Catholics: Buddhist influencesRoman Catholics: Buddhist influences
––––Vatican II (1962Vatican II (1962--65): ecumenism.65): ecumenism.
Writing & translations: bases of Mahayana.Writing & translations: bases of Mahayana.
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29. Rise of Tantra

Tantra: response to scholasticism.
Tantra philosophy: Madhyamaka.
––Method: rituals (some “secret”).
––Goal: magical attainments.
Richard Gombrich:
“Buddhist Tantra is so much more discontinuous with earlier 
B’sm that Hindu Tantra is with earlier Hinduism.” (The World 
of Buddhism, 1984: 86)
Tantric master: siddha.
Atiśa (980/90-1055); Naropa (1016-1100)
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30. Rise of Hinduism30. Rise of Hinduism

637: Muslims sacked 637: Muslims sacked CtesiphonCtesiphon (Persia).(Persia).
Buddhism Buddhism ““migratedmigrated”” to NE India: to NE India: PPāālala dynastydynasty
711: Muslims occupied Pakistan.711: Muslims occupied Pakistan.
Populist Hinduism.Populist Hinduism.
ŚŚankaraankara (700?(700?--750?): crypto750?): crypto--Buddhist?Buddhist?
Hindu assimilation of Buddhism.Hindu assimilation of Buddhism.
BhagavadBhagavad GitaGita: : avatavatāārara (incarnation).(incarnation).
Buddha was never Buddha was never ““HinduHindu”” (anachronism)!(anachronism)!
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31. Disappearance of Buddhism 31. Disappearance of Buddhism 
from Indiafrom India

Failure to respond to Failure to respond to bhaktibhakti movement.movement.
Persecutions: Persecutions: PuPuśśyamitrayamitra & & ŚŚaaśśankaanka, etc., etc.
Lack of royal patronage.Lack of royal patronage.
Buddhist Buddhist ““brainbrain--draindrain””: migrations.: migrations.
Muslim devastation.Muslim devastation.
Pockets of Buddhists: Himalayas, far Pockets of Buddhists: Himalayas, far 
eastern states; southern areas.eastern states; southern areas.
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32. Colonial India
Colonial British non-interference of 
local religion.
1885: Edwin Arnold wrote to London 
Telegraph.
Anagarika Dharmapala (Sri Lanka):

1891: Maha Bodhi Society @ Buddha 
Gaya.
By 1900: Branches at Madras, 
Kushinagar; Anuradhapura (Sri Lanka)
1920: vihara in Calcutta.
1931: vihara in Sarnath with facilities.

Mahabodhi Temple, Bodh Gaya
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33. Modern India33. Modern India

►► PostPost--War India: War India: PanditPandit Nehru (1Nehru (1stst PM).PM).
►► Wrote Wrote The Discovery of IndiaThe Discovery of India (1956).(1956).
►► 1956: 1956: 2,500 Years of Buddhism2,500 Years of Buddhism & & The Art of The Art of 

Buddhism.Buddhism.
►► B.R. B.R. AmbedkarAmbedkar (1891(1891--1956) 1956) →→
►► 1956: 1956: harijansharijans (untouchables) (untouchables) 

converted to Buddhism.converted to Buddhism.
►► 1959: Tibetan 1959: Tibetan diasporadiaspora..
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MaitreyaMaitreya
projectproject
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